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This month’s June 21 SCCARC Club Meeting 
has been cancelled due to Field Day, and so 
have the June 21 SC ARES meeting and the 
June 22 CAKE meeting.

Field Day is June (21)22-23 this year.

By Don K6GHA

Dayton Hamvention 2013, think Pacificon on 
steroids. A saturation of training, vendors, and 
flea market experiences,  which won’t soon be 
forgotten, was experienced with my first time 
attending of Dayton’s Hamvention http://www.
hamvention.org.

With an estimated 30,000 Ham(sters) running 
around the Hara Arena Complex of 5 build-
ing of un-air-conditioned  wonderment, and 
acres of  splendid electronic junk (De Anza 
on steroids), Dayton was a  jam packed ‘wild 
ride’ of vendors, new product introductions, 
educational and networking opportunities, and 
training crammed into a 3 day extravaganza.

If you haven’t been to an event where an 
entire community is excited about Amateur 
Radio (to the point of selling Hamvention 
t-shirts at the Waffle House breakfast spots, 
driving RC Trucks pulling trailers of purchased 
electronic equipment through the flea market, 
or seeing an occasional antenna sprouting out 
of the head of someone standing next to you) 
then you haven’t been to Dayton.

For videos of the event, see: http://www.
hamvention.org/internet.php

Of course there is more to Dayton to see and 
‘The National Museum of the Air Force’ at 
Wright-Paterson AFB is well worth adding an 
extra 2 days to your trip to visit. http://www.
nationalmuseum.af.mil/ .  In my opinion, It 
is the best FREE admission entertainment you 

can experience (Yes, even better than free 
concert nights at the Boardwalk!).

And you may think that the fun of Hamven-
tion begins and ends when you arrive and 
leave Dayton, but you never know who will 
be sitting next to you on your fights. On our 
flight home, I enjoyed a two hour conversa-
tion between our own Tom Stollar (KW6S) and 
Bob Sherwood (NC0B), famous for his receiver 
test data http://www.sherweng.com/table.
html , which help to change the ARRL think-
ing and measurement standards. It just goes 
to show that you’ll never know what you will 
get when you ask (or are asked) the question 
‘So, are you a Ham?”.

In summary, if you have a Ham bucket list, 
or want to visit Amateur Radio’s Disneyland, 
Dayton’s Hamvention should be on it, if 
nothing more than for the sights, sounds, and 
complete over load and immersion into Ham 
Radio.  Take two suit cases (one to fill with 
toys), as the entire package is worthy of an 
E-Ticket ride.

Dayton 2013

June SCCARC Meeting Cancelled

Invite a Kid to 
Field Day
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU
If you’ve been around ham radio for any 
length of time, you’ll notice that ham radio 
operators like to complain. One of the most 
frequently heard complaints is, “Kids aren’t 
interested in amateur radio anymore.” While 
I’m not so sure that’s true, I do know that 
now is the time for you to do something 
about it.
How? Invite a kid to Field Day.
Invite them to help you set up antennas.
Show them how you power the rigs with a 
generator, or even cooler, by charging a bat-
tery with a solar panel.
Let them sit in front of the rig, show them 
how to make contacts, and log for them. To 
make it easier for them, make up a cheat 
sheet with the callsign spelled out pho-
netically and the exchange, also spelled out 
phonetically.
Let them operate for as long as they’re 
interested. When they’re done, thank them on 
contributing to your club’s total score.
Answer every single one of their questions.
This may not win them over immediately, but 
I can assure you that it will make an impres-
sion on them. To increase your chances of 
success, find a kid that’s already technically 
inclined. Invite a bunch of them from the 
high school’s robotics team, for example.
If you don’t have any plans for Field Day, then 
make some. Then, go find that kid. If you 
don’t, then you don’t have any right to com-
plain that there are no kids in ham radio.
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Member Profile: Ron Skelton W6WO Tells his story (by request)  
This is a story of role models and 
continued professional develop-
ment beginning with my father’s 
return at the end of WW2. He was 
a heavy-current electrical engineer 
who diversified to cover gas,vacuum 
and mechanical technologies. My 
science master was G2WI and all I 
learned at junior school was related 
to radio. I started work at age 15 by 
taking an open-ended apprentice-
ship at a major telecommunications 
company. My first duty was to literally sweep 
the factory floor. Nine years later I had met 
and married Jean, had my feet on the first 
rung of professional ladder and licensed as 
G3IHP. The Next two years required National 
Service in the RAF that was spent teaching 
electronics and microwave theory with stud-
ies of emerging solid-state technologies at 
Nottingham University. After returning to my 
employer I became involved in the devel-
opment of VHF radio and submarine cable 
systems and was responsible for commission-
ing them in Nigeria (ZD2IHP) and Canada 
(VO1CK). The next major event was joining 
the Colonial Service and steaming off to 
Sarawak (VS4RS) where I took responsibility 
for all telecommunications in the territory 
including police, marine and aviation. Our 
two sons were born there and as the only 
active Ham I became the object of pile-ups 
when the territory became 9M8. By then I 
had progressed to full Chartered Engineer 
status in the IEE and the next major event 
was accepting a position with the Jamaican 
Telephone Co; subsequently purchased by 
the US firm ConTel who began an aggressive 
development of infrastructure in the Island. 
I was selected by their senior VP (another 
fine role model) to lead the all-digital 
microwave radio and land-line projects. In 
1975 ConTel was asked to leave by the newly 
elected government and they secured my 
entry to the US under some special “needed 
skills” arrangement. This was a most excit-
ing era and my responsibilities covered all 
microwave projects in the Western States 
and Texas. I was invited to join a new small 
strategic planning department headed by a 
VP recruited from XEROX (another role model 
for me). I remember once pleading for more 
time to complete a task only to be told 
“anyone can give me facts it’s your timely 
judgement I need.” Contel grew rapidly 
by acquisition and my job was evaluating 
the technical merits of companies of many 
stripes including software products, small 
business systems and consulting firms in 
addition to my more familiar areas. Unfortu-

nately the political tension between the old 
and the new became too much and I left to 
join Aetna at Director level to focus bringing 
in new technologies to a very conservative 
mammoth corporation. Once more my new 
boss became a role model and gave me much 
freedom and budget to pursue subjects of 
interest. I was able to sponsor research at 
Rutgers, Georgia Tech and Brooklyn universi-
ties and able to broaden my base with short 
courses at MIT, Stamford, U Connecticut and 
UCSB. With my counterparts in Boeing and 
GM we formed an organization to promote 
interoperability of networks and systems. 
Once more the internal rivalry between senior 
entrenched and upstart managers above my 
level prompted me to resign and take a posi-
tion at Apple leading a group responsible for 
the development of their world-wide networks. 
An immediate challenge was to find out 
what was going wrong with their fiber optic 
systems. This was difficult time for Apple and 
the first time I was laid off in a sweeping cut 
back. However good fortune smiled once more 
with an immediate job offer by the Electric 
Power Research Institute in Palo Alto. The 
management styles of Aetna, Apple and EPRI 
could hardly be more distinct but as before 
I was involved with familiar communications 
subjects but then in the unfamiliar electric 
utility environment. I came to the startling 
discovery that some important computer 
operations were essentially insecure and coin-
cidentally President Clinton had just formed 
a Commission to study the security of critical 
infrastructures. DOE asked me to lead a team 
in the development of a 15year road-map for 
the electric segment and by then I had been 
elected as a Fellow of the IEE. Much time 
was spent at 3 National Labs, with industry 
players and the RAND Corporation. Once this 
document had been published I decided it was 
time to retire only to join Elecraft shortly and 
spend a joyful 5 years working mainly with 
K3s and a short spell with the KX3. September 
2102 has become the most likely end date of 
a diverse professional life while traveling the 
world at employers expense. 

10 Meters and Beyond!
By Don K6GHA

A hearty welcome to all the NEW Technician 
Class operators, who have recently passed your 
FCC test and now have your new call! You will 
no doubt be using local north county repeaters 
and checking in to the ‘Beginners Net’ on Sat-
urday mornings starting at 9am on the W6WLS 
(147.180 PL +94.8).

Like the late night TV infomercials say, “BUT 
WAIT, THERE’S MORE!!”

With your shiny new Technicians Class License, 
you have access to the WORLD on HF 10 
meters! That’s right! You have band privileges 
to operate in two modes on 10m; CW – 28.000 
to 28.300 MHz and Phone (SSB) from 28.300 
to 28.500 MHz.

Although the summer time isn’t the best 
propagation period for long distance HF 
(winter is best), it is a great time to Get-On-
The-Air (GOTA) on 10m at Field Day Loca-
tions throughout the county and US on June 
22nd-23rd.  Give it a try; you will be surprised 

A June 3 a news item about the 1969 manned 
moon landing caught my attention.

Neil Armstrong’s famous quote “That’s one 
small step for man, one giant leap for man-
kind” uttered after becoming the first person 
to land on the Moon had a small error, accord-
ing to a new study by Michigan and Ohio State 
Universities. Many listeners think he left out 
the “a”.

Armstrong was raised in central Ohio, where 
there is typically a lot of blending between 
words such as “for” and “a”, an MSU  member 
of the research team says if Armstrong actu-
ally did say “a,” it sounded something like 
“frrr(uh).” His blending of the two words, com-
pounded with the poor sound quality of the 
transmission, has made it difficult for people 
to corroborate his claim that the “a” is there.

The message sounds perfectly clear to me with 
the exception of that “a”. A NASA spokesperson 
suggested that with the improved technology 
of today there might be no problem. I began 
my career in electronics more than 7 decades 
ago. This is the first time I ever heard of a 
microphone blamed for mispronouncing a word.

Judge for yourself at http://www.space.
com/19119-neil-armstrong-quote-moon-con-
troversy.html 

The headset worn by the astronaut was made 
right here in Santa Cruz by Plantronics.

Wayne, KB6KN

Moon Mystery

continued page 4
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Member Profile: Ron Skelton W6WO Tells his story (by request)  

With all the recent news about electric 
“plug-in” autos, my daughter Joyce KN6RR in 
Sacramento is concerned and sweating under 
today’s expected 109-degree heat.  In past 
brownouts, citizens were asked to curtail use 
of hair dryers, air conditioners, and comput-
ers.  We’ve invited her down to enjoy our 
73-degree Santa Cruz weather.  A dip in our 
53-degree waters off the Boardwalk will have 
an immediate cooling effect.

Speaking of heat, it was good to know that 
the Boeing 787 aircraft molten lithium-ion 
battery and fire problem was solved and the 
birds are back in the air.  However, a new 
problem has reared its ugly head.  The tail 
mounted auxiliary power unit (APU) has a 
tendency to overheat with the inlet door 
closed after landing.  The heat buildup warps 
the rotor shaft, causing the turbine to bind.  
A 120-minute cool down period allows the 
shaft to straighten itself for restart of the 
unit. I like it when equipment repairs itself!  
New operating procedures have been issued.  
Good thing!

After many decades of faithful service, my 
Hammond electronic organ retained only very 
limited capabilities.  Owing to malfunction-
ing circuit boards, many keys failed to play 
and the bass pedals failed completely.  It 
was time for it to go.  Fortuitously, the UCSC 
music majors living next door took it.  I 
showed them how to polish up one of the 
multitude of boards by pulling the easiest 
within reach.  After they moved the Ham-
mond down a long flight of stairs to a base-
ment music room, they invited me over for 
a demo.  Everything on the organ worked per-
fectly!  Either the bumping down the stairs or 
the single circuit board I cleaned up did the 
trick.  The students were overjoyed, but not 
nearly as much as my XYL Donna, AB6XJ, who 
loves the extra space liberated in our small 
living room.

Speaking of electronic organs.  A fine Conn 
theater-type organ is available in Ben 
Lomond, free, to a good home.  It works fine 
and is a beautiful instrument.  I want it but 
my XYL said that that wouldn’t work for her. 

I own three pianos with barely enough room 
for my full grand piano.  She sorta drew the 
red line in the sand over my accumulating 
more sound producing items.  For details, call 
831-426-5279.  Hurry, for stocks are limited!

By Don K6GHA

From the last installment we learned, propa-
gation isn’t everything, but if you don’t have 
it, it surely limits your ability to reach out 
and capture those DX opportunities.   

In this installment I wanted to share some 
tools and technique used by the best DXer’s 
to get to that next hard to reach DX, or give 
you an edge in landing a new one for DXCC. 
Again, this is a general discussion focused 
for everyone, so from this issue use what 
works for you, rethink what you know,  and/
or have fun trying it out, if it is new.  

Web Sites: 

Let’s look at a few tools that may make a 
difference in finding out if you can make that 
DX contact, and what you do with it once 
you do. 

What is the Reverse Beacon Network (RBN)? 
A good presentation on mapping signal 
strength from your location (a clue to if you 
can actually work a specific DX location) can 
be found at: http://www.kkn.net/~n6tv/
N6TV_Dayton_2012_Using_the_RBN.pdf this 
tool uses Google maps or has raw data feeds 
that show how your signal is ‘getting out’. It 
is well worth some time to investigate this 
and add it to your bag of DX tricks. 

  Have you logged the DX contact, how do 
you know which ones you need? Like a Swiss 
Army Knife, DXLab (http://www.dxlabsuite.
com/) is a freeware suite of eight interoper-
ating applications focused on logging, map-
ping, analyzing, and spotting those elusive 
DX locations. This software is NOT set up for 
contesting purposes; however it is designed 
very well for the new or seasoned DXer. As 
presented at Dayton’s Hamvention, these 
modules take a bit of time to learn. Consume 
them one at a time to build your knowledge, 

and don’t get overwhelmed by try to do it 
all at one time (like eating an elephant…
one bite at a time). A good slide show can 
be found at: http://www.dxlabsuite.com/
Presentations/  

 DX Opportunities:

 This month, instead of giving you specific 
DX Operation actives, I thought I would 
share a few consolidated web locations 
where you can see what others are saying:

Announced DX Operation - http://www.ng3k.
com/misc/adxo.html

DX – Info (Europe) - http://www.dx-info.de/ 
Daily, weekly, monthly updates

DX-pedition (Wikipedia) - http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DX-pedition (every-
thing you thought you knew)

Print Resources:

 In this issue I am featuring a book I had 
the privilege to read on the airplane rides to-
and-from Dayton this year.  “The Complete 
DXer” by Bob Locher W9KNI  http://www.
idiompress.com/books-complete-dxer.html

 This is a story tellers book packed with les-
sons learned and teaching moments.  It can 
be used to improve your DX chops, or as an 
explanation on why some things you have 
tried works, or don’t. This book is an enjoy-
able read for those lazy summer evenings 
when propagation isn’t in your favor. It may 
be a little dated as the 3rd edition was pub-
lished in 2003, but the basics continue to be 
valuable and true. It helps take some of the 
mystery out of DXing.  And who knows, at an 
event you might run into Bob!

In next month’s installment, DX cards and 
some cool electronic free ways to confirm 
and log your DXCC entities.

DX DISCOVERIES

Thevenin Correction
My piece on Thevenin I made an error in 
the instrinsic Z of space  I said 277  Ohms 
instead of 377.

—Ron W6WO

ARES Volunteers
Fireworks 25/50 Endurance Ride
Just a reminder that the Fireworks 25/50 
Endurance Ride will be held in Santa Cruz on 
Saturday, July 13 this year.  The route will be 
the same as the 2011 ride - beautiful views 
of Monterey Bay, a thorough tour of Wilder 
Ranch State Park, and, for the 50 milers, 
some trails on private property, opened only 
for the endurance ride. 

All the ride details can be found at http://
www2.cruzio.com/~candg/FWDetails.pdf



SLVARC/SCCARC Field Day 2013
Written by Kerry Veenstra, K3RRY

At the June 7 Club Meeting, Rich KE1B presented plans for the joint SLVARC/SCCARC Field 
Day. Many thanks to Rich and all of the Team Captains and Co-captains whose ongoing 
preparation will make this a successful event!

The cleared field of CAL FIRE’s Ben Lomond Training Center has been mapped (PDF) to 
locate trailers, tents, and antenna/tower setup areas. If you are planning on setting up 
a station at Field Day, and you have not been communicating with Rich, then you need 
to contact him! 
That empty region 
in the middle of the 
field may look like 
a fine place to park 
your RV, but it also 
is the place where 
a tower or antenna 
will be assembled 
and erected. So for 
courtesy and safety, 
please communicate 
with Rich if you are 
setting up a station.

MONTEREY BAY REPEATER ACTIVITY
Santa Cruz K6BJ 146.790- PL 94.8 Santa Cruz  (linked to KI6EH)
County KI6EH 147.945- PL 94.8 Watsonville (linked to K6BJ)
 K6BJ 440.925+ PL 123.0 Santa Cruz (not linked)  
 K6BJ D-Star 441.675 +5MHz (D Star link: tinyurl.com/dstar-sc)
	 •	SCCARC	Net	Monday	7:30	PM	146.79-	/147.945-	/147.180+	linked
	 •	SCCARC	10	Meter	Net	Monday	7:00	PM	28.308	MHz	USB
ARES	Net	 SC	County	Wide	ARES	Tuesday	7:30	PM	on	147.180+	PL	94.8	 	
 and 443.600+ PL 110.9 linked
San	Lorenzo	 WR6AOK	147.120+	PL	94.8	Ben	Lomond
Valley	 •	SLV	Net	Thursday	7:30	PM
Loma	Prieta	 	AB6VS	440.550+	/	AE6KE	146.835-	PL	94.8		(linked	for	net)
	 •	LP	ARES	/	LPARC	Net	Tuesday	7:15	PM
Monterey	 K6LY	146.97-	PL	94.8	/	444.700+	PL123	(linked	for	net)	Monterey
	 •	Monterey	Co.	ARES	Net	Wednesday	7:30	PM	K6LY	146.970-	(PL	94.8)
	 •	NPSARC	Net	Wednesday	at	8	PM	on	K6LY/R
	LPRC	 WR6ABD	146.640-	PL	162.2	/	442.900+	PL	162.2	(winsystem.org)
	 •	LPRC	Net	Tuesday	8:00	PM		146.640-(PL	162.2)	
 •	Amateur	Radio	Newsline	broadcast	Tuesday
•	Santa	Clara	Valley	Section	Traffic	NET		Tuesday	9:00PM	146.640-	(PL 162.2)

FOR	MORE	INFO	SEE:	http://www.k6bj.org/freq.html 

SCCARC Calendar of Events 
Field Day  Jun 21-23
ARES	Meeting	(prior	to	club	meeting) Friday Jul 19
SCCARC	Meeting	 Friday	 Jul	19		
Cake	Meetings	 Sat	 Jul	13,	27
Board	Meeting	 Thur	 Jul	25
Short	Skip	articles	due	 Mon		 Aug		5
SCCARC	Meeting	 Friday	 Aug	16

MONTHLY MEETINGS.
The	SCCARC	Meets	at	7:30	PM,	on	the	THIRD	FRIDAY	
of	the	each	month	(except	December).	Meetings	are	
at	Dominican	Hospital,	Education	Center,	1555	Soquel	
Drive,	Santa	Cruz

.

SCCARC Board - 2013
President Robert	Ritchey	 KJ6FFP
Vice President Ron	Skelton	 W6WO	
Secretary	 David	Copp	 WS2I	 708-2206
Treasurer	 Kathleen	McQuilling	 KI6AIE	 476-6303
Directors	 Cap	Pennell	 KE6AFE	 429-1290
	 Suellene	Petersen	 K6CPA
  Oliver	Pitterling	 KI6LLD  
	 Becky	Steinbruner	 KI6TKB	
(Immediate	Past	Pres.)	 Bruce	Hawkens	 AC6DN	 	
K6BJ	Trustee		 Allen	Fugelseth	 WB6RWU	 	475-8846

Short	Skip	is	published	12	times	per	year.	
Free	to	members.

Santa	Cruz	County	Amateur	Radio	Club,	Inc.
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Editor:	Ron	Baldwin,	k6ext.santacruz@gmail.com
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6/10 Becky KI6TKB
6/17 Chris KG6DOZ
6/24 Tom K6TG
7/1 Phil KE6UWH
7/8 Lou NJ6H
7/15 Becky KI6TKB 

at how many more stations, cities, counties, states 
and countries you can contact.

 But, if you would like to talk with some local 
folks, please join the Santa Cruz 10 Meter Net 
on Monday evenings at 7pm on 28.308 MHz USB 
(Upper Side Band).  We have a fun check-in, and 
discuss general interest items around HF operation.  
All are welcome, and questions are encouraged.

Again, congratulations and see you on the air!

10 meters


