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Report From Nominating Committee The Club Auction
Many of our Club Members were present at
our last meeting and heard a fairly dismal
report from our Nominating Committee.
Sam Sjogren, WB6RJH, Chairman of the
Nominating Committee, said that most of
our club members were not interested in
running for a Board position. He indicated
that this was a symptom of a serious problem that he identified as being “dysfunctional.” The Oxford Dictionary defines that
condition as “not operating normally or
properly” and “unable to deal adequately
with normal social relations.” While some
members recoiled at the terminology that
Sam used, others nodded their heads in
agreement.

discovered shortly after I was asked to run
for a Board position in 2012. At my first
Board meeting, it was explained that there
was an on-going issue before the Board
that had spanned about a year without the
Board’s ability to arrive at a resolution about
the location and height of the club’s tower.
Indeed, the issue was vigorously argued for
several more months prior to coming to a
decision. I don’t know how long this pattern of dissention has been characteristic
of the Board, but it seems to be a deeply
ingrained problem. I have been told that
this is the cause of the “burn-out” that many
prior Board members have experienced for
several years.

Whether one agrees or disagrees, it would
be difficult to argue with Sam when he
reported that our club members stated
“burn-out” as the reason for not wanting to
serve as a Board Member or even come to
club meetings. If, indeed our club members
are experiencing “burn-out,” then that
means that our social club is not functioning properly because too many people are
not having fun. To me, this is a serious
matter. Even though club members pay
dues to support our local repeaters, many of
them do not want to attend our meetings
because they are “burned-out.”

The Nominating Committee’s list of people
who are currently willing to run for a Board
position is short. The challenge before the
Nominating Committee to find candidates for
the Board has been great. They are hoping
that some of our club members will volunteer
to serve on the Board with a goal to work
together to remedy the cause of “burn-out.”
To do so will require a team of people who
are motivated to contribute to an environment that is conducive to conducting our
club’s business in a rational and respectful
manner. Our current list of candidates are:

My personal experience with respects to
our club meetings is that they are fun and
informative.

• Vice President - open

Our Vice President, Michael Usher, AG6MK,
and Becky Steinbruner, KJ6TKB, have done
an excellent job in making sure that we
have speakers whose presentations are
informative and engaging. I don’t know
about you, but I always look forward to our
club meetings because they are fun.

• Treasurer - Stephen Petersen, AC6P

We might, then, look deeper than the club
meeting format for the cause of “burn-out.”
Let’s look toward the Board of Directors
of our Club for an answer. Here is what I

• President - Suellene Petersen, K6CPA
• Secretary - Michael Usher, AG6MK
• Board - Kathleen McQuilling, KJ6AIE
• Board - Bruce Hawkins, AC6DN
• Board - Dave Steinbruner, WB6DWP
• Board - open
The list is not yet complete and the components may change. Please come to the
meeting and vote.

The Annual Club Auction will be held this
month during the November 21 meeting. Do
you have items (radio and non-radio) that
you would like to donate for this fundraiser?
Please bring them to the meeting or, if you
would like assistance with transport, contact
me or Robert (KJ6FFP). All items donated for
auction must have a value sheet completed,
to keep the IRS happy.
FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT THIS YEAR,
some items will be auctioned via silent auction. Also, there will be dinner available for
purchase before and during the meeting/election/auction. For $10/person, you can have
a chicken or vegetarian dinner with salad,
garlic bread, dessert and a beverage. All
proceeds will be donated to the Club.
Please mark your calendars and plan to enjoy
the evening’s election and auction, keeping
our Club well-managed and fiscally healthy.
—73, BeckymKI6TKB

Small High Efficiency
Loop Antenna
I was asked recently why I had made some
casual remarks about a certain small loop
antenna. By small I choose to means loops
with a circumference of roughly1 wavelength
at the highest frequency of operation. This
means that at lower frequencies the loop is
progressively very small
Based on admittedly limited experience with
such antennas the bottom line for me became
that for HF transmitting purposes they
remain a chimera- a Holy Grail. For receiving
only the story is quite different and small
loops have some valuable attributes, large
loops are hard to beat for both RX aned TX
Here is an actual example of the kind of

CLUB MEETING FRIDAY NOVEMBER 21, 7:30PM
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New Meeting Times
Michael AG6MK has kindly given us permission to make use of the conference room
facilities at NextSpace located at 101 Cooper
St in Santa Cruz so please take note of the
following
Times and Dates

Our session on Oct 25 coincided with a major
contest so as expected, our attendance was
smaller than usual. We are always pleased to
have Frank K6BDK with us and Reed W1WC is
a regular contributor. We had Eric KK6IZY and
Gen KG0T in attendance so we had plenty to
discuss. Frank is having great difficulty hiding
an antenna from the vigilantes where he now
lives. We didn’t come up with much help I’m
afraid so it maybe that remote station operation will be the answer. Reed described his
G5RV installation, says it works fairly well but
thinks he may be able to make some improvements. Glen expressed interest in programming
a Raspberry pi to produce a 1mW or two of RF
sufficient for use to make DX WSPR contacts or
perhaps as a beacon. Eric gave us a stimulating talk about USB sources for cell phone
battery charging. He has made quite a study
of this topic. All the items he has been using
cost very little and one is an in-line m/A
meter so that the charging current can be easily observed. This little device is just over an
inch long and we were curious what the current sensing method might be, possibly Hall
effect or a current shunt. Not to be deterred
Eric borrowed Reed’s Swiss army knife and
bravely broke open the case The same knife
had a tiny magnifying lens so Eric was able to
see deep into the tiny circuit board . He was
also able to use cell phone camera to zoom
further into the board. The question remains
but it seemed the shunt was the least likely.
What a joy it is to see curious and resourceful
folk at work - so well in the tradition of our
hobby. Glen and Ron were engaged in a hearty
conversation about what we are actually seeing on the screen of a SDR display. This seems
to be a subject worthy of a CAKE presentation.
See also my announcement about forthcoming
sessions

Our usual session at the Abbey for Nov 8th
will not be held. We would be pleased to hear
any offers for shack visits, breakfast sessions
or the like for that date

Short Takes
on Pacificon 2014
This was my first experience as a seller at any
flea market, it was hard work but more fun
than I feared. I sold most of my moderately
priced items but there was very little interest
in the K-Line items and none sold. It was
very good of Cap to loan me a pair of tables
and for Glen KG0T to be my navigator.

Our meetings at NextSpace will be from 10:00
to Noon
Our winter sessions will be on the 1st and
3rd Saturdays as follows, Nov 15 Dec 6, 20
Jan 3,17 Feb 7,21 March 7,21 please make
note of them
Access
NextSpace has card controlled access and
I will have the only key unless Michael
will also attend. Please make every effort
to arrive at 10:00 AM. We can not rely on
NextSpace answering any phone calls during
our sessions but unlike last year I now have
a cell phone # 831 252 4673. Should you be
delayed or expect to be delayed, call me and
I will open the door for you. We want nobody
to be left out
Session Format
The style that has been successful for many
years comprised multiple, free flowing
conversations of any kind that are related to
Amateur Radio. This suites the coffee-shop
environment well and I hope we will continue with this format. NextSpace however,
provides us with excellent A/V and internet
capabilities for more formal technical discussions and presentations. To this end I will
invite subject matter experts and propose
allocating the second hour of our sessions
to learn from them. I will let you all know
when we have speakers lined up and your
recommendations on others will be most
appreciated.

Would you buy a used car from this guy ?
Tried to catch up with some sleep to make up
for the early start but as soon as I dropped
off some SCCARC members passing by woke
me up to see if I was OK :-(
I enjoyed the presentation on antenna
modelling programs and on Sunday the Open
Source High Performance Software Defined
Radio(HPSDR) updates; the software up by
Warren NR0V and hardware by John ohn
AJ6BC. Open Source HPSDR encompasses the
expertise of world-wide and world-clsss contributors, to the OpenHPSDR initiatives are in
the finest tradition of Amateur Pioneers
A fine experience overall

So hope to see you on Nov 15th if not sooner
—Ron W6WO

Warren fielding questions from a couple of
PhD types
—Ron W6WO

Board Meeting Dates
Image Eric KK6IZY examining the guts of
the on-line ammetr

The Board meeting dates for the rest of the
year are as follows: October 23, November 20 (change), and December 11 (newly
scheduled).
!

Tom seems rather inflated after his success
in the WWDX contest

—WS2I
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Loop Antennas cont.

professors for seismic research in central
California.

statement you may come across. “This antenna
is small, operates well when mounted at
ground level, and exhibits performance that
competes with almost any HF antenna except
a multi-element beam at a wavelength or
more above ground”. It was not published
for April 1. and facing exceedingly restrictive
situations, it is understandable a small high
efficiency transmitting loop might be enticingbut please consider the following.
To transfer power to the antenna efficiently
one needs to match the impedance of the
transmission line to the radiation resistance
present at the feed point(Rr) as closely as
possible. Consider a loop of 1m dia, Rr is
about 0.3 Ohms at 10 meters, half that at
20m and half again at 40m. {Kraus Antennas P169} Clearly we have a challenging,
multi-band, low loss matching problem on
our hands.
Power will be wasted due to losses in the
antenna itself which are both materials and
construction issues. The common approach
is to use copper tubing for the loop without
unsoldered joints or sliding contacts of any
kind.  Having a high Q (2pi FL/RLoss) factor
is desired from a loss vantage point but high
Q means the antenna bandwidth will be correspondingly low. We thus have a tuning issue
to contend with.
Many designs introduce a variable capacitor
in the loop to tune it but this presents several problems. One is that we can not tolerate
sliding contacts and the second is that high
voltages (kVolts) are present. This suggests
that a bulky air-spaced capacitor may be
problematic and an expensive vacuum variable capacitor could be required. Furthermore
we need to have either physical access to the
capacitor or some form of remote motorized
adjustment. I think there is a reason why the
military tend now to prefer mobile whips.
Bottom line for me is let the builder or buyer
beware and instead put up as much wire as
you can. So much for one man’s opinions,
where do you go to find authoritative material? The 19th Edition oh the ARRL handbook
I found to be unhelpful but the section in
HF Antennas for all Locations , by Les Moxon
(sk)is much better. One further comment is
that small space means close proximity so
pay attention to maintaining safe radiation
field strengths.
It would surprise me if nobody offers a rebuttle
to what amounts to not much more than my
opinion If so, all to the good, bring your reasoning and success stories to a CAKE session.
—Ron W6WO
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James Vernon Berlin, son of Vernon Berlin
(SK), passed away on October 17th. Vernon
Berlin established KSCO and was an avid ham.
He was the president of our ham club in the
late 1990s. I am not aware if James was a
ham.

There is nothing quite as nice as having your
grandson wielding a chain saw to cut a fire
break of brush and small trees. I was relaxing at my computer when my XYL came to
me laughing. “Come see!” she said. A quick
glance to my rear deck showed my grandson
struggling to free my antennas from a fallen
tree. The aluminum mast snapped in half and
he was trying to get it back up. I told him
not to worry, that would be a nice weekend
project for me. In the meantime, with both
80 and 40 meter wires entangled and draped
across a railing and several bushes, I was off
the air.
When my daughter’s attic air conditioner
condensation drain line became plugged, the
drain pan overflowed. It wasn’t a flood, but
just a continuous seepage. With the water
soaking the attic insulation and ceiling, plus
walls, my grandson went up to investigate.
Touching the ceiling gently, a big chuck fell
out and onto the bed below. Repairs and
mold removal began. In a photo they sent,
I noticed that my ham gear escaped damage from falling ceiling pieces. My daughter
Joyce, KN6RR, covered my Kenwood in the
corner of the room with an inverted dishpan.
Good thinking!
Received a nice letter from the W5YI VEC
group and ARRL informing me that my ham
ticket was expiring. For a $7 fee, W5YI would
renew for me and ARRL would do it free as
a member service. As renewing by email
is easy, a bunch of clicking around the FCC
licensing site did the trick. My FRN number
had been obtained a decade ago and was
printed on my license. I did need a password
and obtained it after more clicking and a
day’s wait. With those identifiers, I punched
in “renew.” Was rewarded with an assurance
by the FCC that my request was received and
granted. Time flies when you are having fun.
I am sorry to list our most recent SKs:
Herb Scaroni, AI6D (SK), left us recently
(San Jose Sentinel, 11/6/14). I first met
Herb on a Field Day in 1980. He brought his
generator to provide power and helped erect
several towers. Herb was active in the 1989
earthquake, working with ARES and UCSC

James (Jim) Miller (SK), long-time electronics instructor at Cabrillo College. He worked
with Eddy Pollack and me when I was a
part-time instructor. Jim had been a Navy
Electronics Chief Petty Officer aboard aircraft
carriers and in aircraft squadrons. In a visit
to his home, he showed me his collection
of over a hundred clocks and watches, his
hobby.

All Hams, New and Old:
I’ve started an “Elmer net” on WR6AOK on
Wednesday evenings at 8pm. The purpose is to help new hams learn about their
equipment and operating practices, to help
occasional hams stay in practice, and as a
result to also improve disaster preparedness
especially for the San Lorenzo Valley area.
Part of the motivation for starting this net
is that there are a number of people in the
SLV who have not been able to get into the
regular county-wide ARES net on Tuesday
evenings due to the continuing problems
with reception on the W6WLS repeater. In
addition to that, it would appear that a more
basic and conversational forum would benefit
those who are just coming up to speed on
operating on-air after having passed the
theoretical education required to get their
licenses. We are more than glad to explain
the basics of operation and to patiently help
people get comfortable and overcome mic
fright as well as the subtleties of rigs and
antenna.
No membership is required to join this net,
just a desire to learn and/or teach others.
We are thankful to the SLVARC for use of the
repeater, which of course is also a valuable
resource in the SLV during emergencies. This
is not specifically a CERT, ARES, or club net;
all are welcome and we hope that all will
benefit.
—Sam WB6RJH
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SCCARC Calendar of Events

SCCARC Board - 2014

Suellene Petersen K6CPA
Michael Usher AG6MK		

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Directors

David Copp WS2I		
Kathleen McQuilling KI6AIE		

Bruce Hawkins AC6DN
Ray Matteis KE6NHG		
Oliver Pitterling KJ6LDD
Becky Steinbruner KI6TKB		
(Immediate Past Pres.) Robert Ritchey KJ6FFP
K6BJ Trustee

Allen Fugelseth WB6RWU

(831) 335-2662
(408) 582-2029
(408) 708-2206
(831) 476-6303

(831) 234-8721
(831) 685-2915
(831) 475-8846

MONTEREY BAY REPEATER ACTIVITY
Santa Cruz
County

ARES Net
San Lorenzo
Valley
Loma Prieta
Monterey
LPRC

K6BJ 146.790- PL 94.8 Santa Cruz (linked to KI6EH)
KI6EH 147.945- PL 94.8 Watsonville (linked to K6BJ)
K6BJ 440.925+ PL 123.0 Santa Cruz (not linked)		
K6BJ D-Star 441.675 +5MHz (D Star link: tinyurl.com/dstar-sc)
• SCCARC Net Monday 7:30 PM 146.79- /147.945- /147.180+ linked
• SCCARC 10 Meter Net Monday 7:00 PM 28.308 MHz USB
SC County Wide ARES Tuesday 7:30 PM on 147.180+ PL 94.8
and 443.600+ PL 110.9 linked
WR6AOK 147.120+ PL 94.8 Ben Lomond
• SLV Net Thursday 7:30 PM
AB6VS 440.550+ / AE6KE 146.835- PL 94.8  (linked for net)
• LP ARES / LPARC Net Tuesday 7:15 PM
K6LY 146.97- PL 94.8 / 444.700+ PL123 (linked for net) Monterey
• Monterey Co. ARES Net Wednesday 7:30 PM K6LY 146.970- (PL 94.8)
• NPSARC Net Wednesday at 8 PM on K6LY/R
WR6ABD 146.640- PL 162.2 / 442.900+ PL 162.2 (winsystem.org)
• LPRC Net Tuesday 8:00 PM  146.640-(PL 162.2)
• Amateur Radio Newsline broadcast Tuesday

• Santa Clara Valley Section Traffic NET  Tuesday 9:00PM 146.640- (PL 162.2)

FOR MORE INFO SEE: http://www.k6bj.org/freq.html

Fellow members,
This is to remind you all that when a new person
joins out Club, their email address is entered into
the automated system that forwards email addressed
to <callsign>@k6bj.org--this “alias” system makes
it easy to send email to any of our members without
having to remember all those email addresses! You
can test the system by sending email to yourself
using your own callsign.
If you do not receive your test message, it is most
likely because you have changed your email address

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
P.O. BOX 238
SANTA CRUZ, CA 95061-0238

ARES Meeting (prior to club meeting)
SCCARC Meeting
Cake Meetings
Board Meeting
Short Skip articles due
Holiday Luncheon
SCCARC Meeting

MONTHLY MEETINGS.

The SCCARC Meets at 7:30 PM, on the THIRD FRIDAY
of the each month (except December). Meetings are
at Dominican Hospital, Education Center, 1555 Soquel
Drive, Santa Cruz
.

Net Control Schedule:
11/17

Tom K6TG

11/24

Lou NJ6H

12/1

Becky KI6TKB

12/8

Chris KG6DOZ

12/15

Phil KE6UWH

Short Skip is published 12 times per year.
Free to members.
Santa Cruz County Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
Post Office Box 238, Santa Cruz, CA 95061
Editor: Ron Baldwin, k6ext.santacruz@gmail.com
Columnist: Art Lee, WF6P
Writer: Ron Skelton, W6WO

and we did not receive notification. This is why we
periodically solicit updates to our members’ contact
information. When we are notified of a new email
address for a member, we update their record in this
system.
If your email address needs to be updated in our
records, just let me know and i’ll update our master
membership roster (which will automatically update
our printed directory) as well as submitting the
update for our callsign forwarding system.
—73 Kathleen KI6AIE

Friday Nov 21
Friday Nov 21  
1st and 3rd Sat
Thurday Nov 20
Monday Oct 6
Saturday Dec 13
Friday Jan 16

