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CLUB MEETING FRIDAY JANUARY 16, 7:30PM

Have You Renewed
If you have already renewed your member-
ship for 2015, thank you!  If you haven’t, 
please do it now.  Annual dues are $25 for 
full members, $6 each for each additional 
member at the same mailing address, and 
$10 for full-time students age 18 or under.  
Dues may be paid in cash or check (payable 
to SCCARC) in person, at regular Club meet-
ings, or checks may be mailed to SCCARC, 
P.O. Box 238, Santa Cruz, CA 95061-0238.

If you have any questions you can email 
the Secretary Michael Usher

 <ag6mk@k6bj.org> 

Speaker 
Schedule
There seems to be a great deal of inter-
est in our speaker schedule for the SCCARC 
meetings starting out in 2015. Here is the 
schedule of confirmed speakers as of today, 
along with their general topics.

• January

Rich Seifert KE1B
“DXpeditions, logistics, equipment, etc”.

• Feburary

Glen Worstel KG0T
“Antenna Myths and Magic”
• March

Jim Eaglson WB6JNN
“Audio Companding and its use in 
 ham radio”

These should be some good talks with very 
interesting and educational topics. I am 
especially looking forward to the talk on 
how to pull off a DXpedition, rather than 
just some nice vacation pictures from some 
island. How did they get there along with 
all their “stuff.” There is a lot of true magic 
associated with antennas. We can all learn 
from antenna discussions. Does anyone know 
what audio companding is and where it 
might be used? Jim is one of the first hams 
to actually work with this mode. I think you 
will all be enlightened by is information and 
hardware.

April through the end of the year is still 
open, so suggestions are welcome. There are 
several who have joined the preliminary que 
and we’re working on getting them firmed 
up. I would also love to hear what you all 
would find interesting and educational from 
your prospectives. Let me hear your ideas 
and we’ll see if we can make it happen. 
Nothing is too big to try for.

 —Bob Wiser, K6RMW

A lament that I often hear is that many 
amateur radio operators either don’t seem to 
understand the importance of good operat-
ing practices or just don’t care about them. 
Just this morning, a reader sent me an e-mail 
saying, “I think there are too many hams out 
there that don’t how to call a station on split 
frequency. It’s amazing that we have so many 
dummies out there.”

I wrote back, saying, “Maybe we need 
another type of Official Observer, called 
the Operating Observer. This group would 
note when operators aren’t following good 
operating procedures and send people gentle 
reminders.” Of course, as soon as I hit Send, 
I knew this wasn’t a very good idea. As my 
reader noted, this would be a thankless job, 
and chances are the poor operators would 
simply ignore the notices, anyway.

Even so, there must be some way to encour-
age good operating procedures. One effort to 
promote better operating procedures is the 
DX Code of Conduct (http://www.dx-code.
org/). This is a list of 13 suggestions to 
make DX operation, particularly pileups, less 
chaotic. The website includes a small image 
that you’re supposed to post to your website 
to show that you support the Code. While 
this is certainly a step in the right direction, 
I wish there was something that we could do 
to be more proactive in improving operating 
practices.

There is, of course, the ARRL Operating 
Manual. This publication is now is in its 
tenth edition and is a valuable source of 
information about how to operate properly. 
The problem is only a fraction of the amateur 
radio operators on the air have a copy, much 
less read it.

Another attempt at promoting good operat-
ing practice is the ARRL’s A-1 Operator’s 
Club (http://www.arrl.org/a-1-op). While 
a noble effort, I think that this program 

really requires more promotion. In addition 
to being more aggressive about finding A-1 
operators and bringing them into this “club,” 
the ARRL should use it to promote better 
operation. Perhaps a series of videos with the 
A-1 Ops logo showing how to operate split or 
how to properly call CQ would help improve 
operating practices overall.

Talking about videos, I’d be surprised if there 
weren’t already some YouTube videos that 
illustrate good operating practices. If you 
know of any, please e-mail me. It would be 
great to have a list of really good ones that I 
can send to people who want information on 
how to operate better.

What do you think? Do we need to be more 
proactive about encouraging hams to use 
good operating practices? If so, how do we 
go about it? What do you do to encourage 
better operating practices?

When not worrying about the state of 
amateur radio operating practices, you’ll find 
KB6NU working on updates to his “No Non-
sense” study guides, teaching one-day Tech 
classes, or blogging about amateur radio at 
www.kb6nu.com.

Promoting Better Operating Practices?
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DX DISCOVERIES

Our winter sessions will  be on the 1st 
and 3rd Saturdays as follows, Jan 3,17  
Feb 7,21  March 7,21  please make note 
of them

My daughter, Bria, and I were recently out 
on a local hike and came upon a building 
covered with some amazing graffiti.  As we 
walked around, I remembered something 
that Cap (KE6AFE) had told me about the 
building.  I started thinking...(sometimes a 
dangerous thing)...

Here is a challenge for you all:

Can you identify the graffiti-decorated build-
ing in the accompanying photos? 

Can you identify the other building in the 
accompanying photos?

What do these two buildings have in 
common?

Club’s regularly scheduled third Saturday of 
the month OPEN STATION (note, we elimi-
nated the nasty “w” word!) is going to be in 
the AFTERNOON.

OPEN STATION at the Santa Cruz County 
Amateur Radio Club Station
Saturday, January17 1-3pm
This will accommodate the CAKE sessions, 
held the same Saturday, 10am-noon.

Who Knows??? 

Please submit your answers directly to Ron 
Baldwin k6ext.santacruz@gmail.com for the 
next Short Skip.  If you are able to correctly 
answer all three of the above questions AND 
add a personal bit of trivia about either 
building, YOU WIN A DOZEN GOO-GOO BARS!  
(Sorry, no cans of spray paint may be awarded 
to decorate the solid-colored building at this 
time.)

—Cheers and 73,

Becky Steinbruner, KI6TKB

Copper Thieves Take 
Station Off The Air
A Morgantown North Carolina radio station 
was taken off the air after thieves struck 
sometime on Thursday December 4th. The 
owners of the station came to work to find 
thieves had ripped the building apart and 
done thousands of dollars in damage to the 
transmitter.  The damage was so bad, the sta-
tion can’t even get on the air.

Owner John Whisnant said that he knew 
something was wrong when he turned the 
dial to AM 760 and didn’t hear a thing. He 
said that the thieves got in by cutting their 
way through a fence topped with barbed wire 
on the top.   Thy then climbed through a 
window where they gutted the stations two 
transmitters of its copper wiring.

The actual value of the copper wire taken is 
estimated at only about $250 but the overall 
damage to the station will be in the area of 
$50,000 to repair.  (Published news reports)

 —Amateur Radio Newsline

Popular Electronics 
Magazines Archive 
Now On Line
If you are new to hobby electronics or just 

nostalgic for the good old days, then the 

name of a magazine known as popular elec-

tronics will definitely ring a bell.  And now, 

thanks to the effort of americanradiohistory.

com there is a shared archive of all the Popu-

lar Electronics magazines from 1954 to 1982.

But Popular Electronics is not the only 

publication you will find there. There are 

millions of pages and hundreds of books and 

magazines on radio, television, computers 

and much more.  Its all available on the web 

at www.americanradiohistory.com. The direct 

link to the Popular Electronics archive is 

at tinyurl.com/popular-electronics- archive  

(KB9STR)  —Amateur Radio Newsline 

Asteroid Return Mission
Japan has successfully launched its round 
trip Hayabusa 2 asteroid sample-return mis-
sion with a pair of amateur radio payloads 
along for part of the ride. --

The mission was carried into space on board 
a Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency launch 
vehicle on December 3rd. The primary pay-
load is the Hayabusa 2 spacecraft on the first 
leg of its exploration and recovery journey to 
Asteroid 1999 JU3.

Along for the ride into the final frontier are 
two amateur radio satellites named Shin’en 2 
and ARTSAT 2 Despatch.

The Shin’en 2 carries a one tenth of a watt 
CW beacon downlinking on 437.505 MHz and 
a telemetry downlink on 437.385 MHz.  Also 
on board is a digital store-and-forward tran-
sponder with an uplink of 145.942 MHz and 
a micro power downlink at 435.270 MHz.

ARTSAT2:DESPATCH carries a 7 watt Morse 
transmitter on 437.325 MHz.  Its controllers 
say that they are seeking the assistance from 
hams here on Earth as part of a global-
monitoring system that it calls a coopera-
tive diversity communication experiment. 
This effort will attempt to intercept signals 
from the spacecraft by properly equipped 
radio amateurs around the world in addition 
to those heard and recorded at the mission 
control center in Tokyo.  This in the hope of 
reconstructing the original data transmitted-
from the spacecraft.Each payload has its own 
website with tracking and other technical 
details.  Shin’en 2 is at tinyurl.com/sinen-2- 
online.  ARTSAT2:DESPATCH can be found at 
inyurl.com/artsat- 2-in-space. 

—Amateur Radio Newsline

Satuday Open Station
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QSO Today Website
“This morning, I listened to an excellent 
interview with April Moelle, WA6OPS, founder 
of the Hospital Disaster Support Communica-
tions System in the Huntington Beach area. 
The information provided in the interview 
serves as a model of how a well trained 
support group operates. I highly recommend 
giving this podcast a listen or two.

The interview was on the most recent  QSO 
Today podcast, and runs for an hour and ten 
minutes. 

Some of the highlights of the HDSCS are:

First organized in 1980 as a response to 
PBX failure at St. Jude Hospital in Fullerton, 
California. 

HDSCS now provides emergency support 34 
hospitals in Orange County, California.

Hospital Incident Command System - now a 
standard developed by Paul Russell, KD6COP

HICS213 message form

Patient Privacy, HIPAA, and Amateur Radio 
Communication

National Drug Code Directory - “NDC”

Takeaways:

Hams should respond to emergencies only if 
they are a part of an organized group.

Training is key to organized response.  

Hospitals have communications emergencies 

Hospitals have non-emergencies - mainte-
nance intervals on electric and telephone 
systems.

Non-emergency standby operations are great 
training exercises. “I don’t know why you call 
your folks amateurs when they are so profes-
sional.” Hams as pro-active listeners and 
observers for busy hospital staff.

—Gary, K6PD

Christmas was great this year.  With the help 
of a couple of gift certificates I received 
a truly wonderful gift—a flashlight.  How 
many of us have wished they had a flashlight 
—and the batteries not dead?  Recently, 
when returning from a flight, we found our 
Tahoe with a flat tire.  The timing was right.  
We were tired, hungry and had just returned 
from a long trip. It was one AM. The roadside 
service tire changer guy had no light, just the 
flashlight feature from his cell phone!  (If he 
used his cigarette lighter for illumination, we 
really would have wondered if he was a true 
“professional”)  Well, the Solar Crank Flash-
light I ordered from ARRL Publications/Prod-
ucts was amazing.  First of all, it provides 
plenty of light. With the switch in the beam 
position, it uses five LEDs; in the floodlight 
position it utilizes 18.  The internal battery 
can be charged in four ways!  AC, DC, self- 
contained solar panel, or a hand-cranked 
generator.  I experimented with it by setting 
it on the window sill in my kitchen.  After 
running the battery down, an hour or two 
later, it was fully charged and ready to go. 
This is a good device to throw in the trunk of 
your car, your hall closet or the tool box on 
your boat for emergencies, then forget about 
it.  With a 10:1 ratio, one minute of cranking 
gives you ten minutes of lighted bliss. It is a 
bit pricey at $40 but worth it when there is 
no other light source.

The December 28,  2014  issue of the Santa 
Cruz Sentinel ran a photo and article featur-
ing long time club member Gabrielle Adel-
man, K6CAT.  The photo showed her with her 
Tesla Model S automobile.  Those I have seen 
are very nice.  Noted that her license plate 
read “BAT REQD”  Clever and descriptive. She 
is awaiting delivery of her 2015 Tesla Model 
X, an SUV.  Until now, battery-only vehicles 
have limited range and few power recharging 
stations.  (Maybe a hand-cranked generator 
version is in the future?) The article men-
tioned that Gabrielle was retired as a flight 
school manager.  About a decade ago, she 
and husband Ken, K6KZA, photographed 
the entire coastline of California from their 
helicopter. There were some objections from 
property owners, however. Today’s technical 

News Year’s Eve
On New Year’s Eve we shared in some amateur 
radio communications practice and fun, with 
free pizza and coffee too, at the invitation 
and coordination of Rev. Rick Rice, W6REV.  
Among other service activities, Rick volunteers 
with the Capitola VIPS, Volunteers in Police 
Service, a Citizen Corps Partner Program (as 
is CERT).  Working with the PD, Capitola VIPS 
operates the Safe Ride Home program for 
Capitola celebrants on New Year’s Eve.  The 
Safe Ride Home program operated 3 passen-
ger vans offering free rides home, busy from 
late evening through early morning to last 
call about 2:45 AM. This year, each van had a 
volunteer ham radio operator riding along the 
whole time, and we used K6BJ VHF repeater to 
communicate tactics between the 3 vans and 
the “dispatch office” located at Capitola PD.  
Telephone callers would call in to the office to 
request a ride home and VIPS would log their 
requested pickup location info.  The pickup 
requests were then relayed to the vans by ham 
radio, and the vans’ hams were sharing updates 
of their locations and availability status too.  
It worked well and we all were very-nicely 
thanked for helping out.  Now the plan is for 
more VIPS to become licensed hams this year, 
for more fun and service going forward.

Thanks Rick W6REV, Becky KI6TKB, Chris 
KG6DOZ and VIPS.

—73, Cap KE6AFE

February Meeting
The presentation for the Feb. meeting will be 
about “Antenna Myths and Magic”.

I am soliciting info from hams who have 
actual experience with HF antennas that are a 
bit unusual in some way. In particular:

•  Antennas that use relays in the feed line or 
the radiating elements to increase bandwidth 
or change bands.

•  HF Discones.

• Antennas with fixed L-C filters at the 
antenna to increase bandwidth or allow 
operation on more than one band without 
switching anything.

•  Anything else unusual and interesting.

Please reply directly to me rather than 
decrease the SNR on the list:

glen@worstell.com

831-704-7395

Breath To Morse Code 
Converter
Some names in the news.  The Google Sci-
ence Fair 2014 Voter’s Choice Award has been 
won by 16-year old Arsh Dilbagi of India.  His 
winning device called ‘Talk’ converts short and 
long breaths of air into electrical signals, that 
in turn enables people to communicate using 
Morse code.

Dilbagi who performed a trial of the unit on a 
hospital patient in New Delhi, now has $10,000 
from Google to further develop the device.  The 
announcement did not state if Dilbagi holds 
an amateur license.   (VK3PC, WIA)  —Amateur 
Radio Newsline

advances such as Google Maps show, in great 
detail, much of the surface of the earth with 
only a few clicks on the keyboard.



MONTEREY BAY REPEATER ACTIVITY
Santa Cruz K6BJ 146.790- PL 94.8 Santa Cruz  (linked to KI6EH)
County KI6EH 147.945- PL 94.8 Watsonville (linked to K6BJ)
 K6BJ 440.925+ PL 123.0 Santa Cruz (not linked)  
 K6BJ D-Star 441.675 +5MHz (D Star link: tinyurl.com/dstar-sc)
	 •	SCCARC	Net	Monday	7:30	PM	146.79-	/147.945-	/147.180+	linked
	 •	SCCARC	10	Meter	Net	Monday	7:00	PM	28.308	MHz	USB
ARES	Net	 SC	County	Wide	ARES	Tuesday	7:30	PM	on	147.180+	PL	94.8	 	
 and 443.600+ PL 110.9 linked
San	Lorenzo	 WR6AOK	147.120+	PL	94.8	Ben	Lomond
Valley	 •	SLV	Net	Thursday	7:30	PM
Loma	Prieta	 	AB6VS	440.550+	/	AE6KE	146.835-	PL	94.8		(linked	for	net)
	 •	LP	ARES	/	LPARC	Net	Tuesday	7:15	PM
Monterey	 K6LY	146.97-	PL	94.8	/	444.700+	PL123	(linked	for	net)	Monterey
	 •	Monterey	Co.	ARES	Net	Wednesday	7:30	PM	K6LY	146.970-	(PL	94.8)
	 •	NPSARC	Net	Wednesday	at	8	PM	on	K6LY/R
	LPRC	 WR6ABD	146.640-	PL	162.2	/	442.900+	PL	162.2	(winsystem.org)
	 •	LPRC	Net	Tuesday	8:00	PM		146.640-(PL	162.2)	
 •	Amateur	Radio	Newsline	broadcast	Tuesday
•	Santa	Clara	Valley	Section	Traffic	NET		Tuesday	9:00PM	146.640-	(PL 162.2)

FOR	MORE	INFO	SEE:	http://www.k6bj.org/freq.html 

SCCARC Calendar of Events 
ARES	Meeting	(prior	to	club	meeting) Friday Jan 16
SCCARC	Meeting	 Friday	 Jan	16		
Cake	Meetings	 1st	and	3rd	Sat
Board	Meeting	 Thurday	 Jan	22
Short	Skip	articles	due	 Monday	 Jan	4
SCCARC	Meeting	 Friday	 Feb	20

MONTHLY MEETINGS.
The	SCCARC	Meets	at	7:30	PM,	on	the	THIRD	FRIDAY	
of	the	each	month	(except	December).	Meetings	are	
at	Dominican	Hospital,	Education	Center,	1555	Soquel	
Drive,	Santa	Cruz

.

SCCARC Board - 2015
President Suellene Petersen K6CPA  (831) 335-2662 
Vice President Bob Wiser K6RMW  
Secretary Michael Usher AG6MK  (408) 582-2029
Treasurer Stephen Petersen AC6P  
Directors Allen Fugelseth WB6RWU   (831) 475-8846 
 Bruce Hawkins AC6DN
 Kathleen McQuilling KI6AIE  (831) 476-6303
 Robert Ritchey KJ6FFP
 Dave Steinbruner WB6DWP  (831) 685-2915

K6BJ Trustee  Allen Fugelseth WB6RWU   (831) 475-8846

Short	Skip	is	published	12	times	per	year.	
Free	to	members.
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